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Federal Executions
Carried Out

By Jessie Frank - Program Manager

Almost two decades passed before the
federal government carried out an execution.
Then they carried out three in just one week.
Despite the federal courts having not yet ruled
on the constitutionality of the federal
execution method, the federal government
murdered Daniel Lee, Wesley Purkey, and
Dustin Honkin in July.

Almost more egregious than the
administration’s clear indifference to the
question about the method’s legality, two of
the three executions were carried out after the
government’s notice of execution had expired.
Both Daniel Lee and Wesley Purkey were
scheduled for execution on July 13 and 15,
respectively. Both Lee and Purkey had
received stays of execution that were in place
at midnight on their execution dates. But the
U.S. Supreme Court acted quickly during the
early hours of the morning to vacate those
stays. Instead of providing sufficient notice for

a rescheduled execution date, as federal law requires, the administration
carried out Lee and Purkey’s executions the day following their originally
scheduled dates. How can a country that claims to be a democracy strap a
man to a gurney for hours, allow his execution date to pass with a stay in
place, rule at 2 AM to overturn that stay, and then execute him hours
later?

There is so much to be angry
about and so much to grieve: the
deaths of the executed, the deaths .
of their victims, the pain of the
victims’ family members whose
wishes were not honored, the
suffering of the family members of
the executed. This month,
Lezmond Mitchell is scheduled to
be executed on the 26th, and Keith
Dwayne Nelson the 28th. Other
executions are speculated to
happen during September, too.

Death Penalty Action speaks against
federal executions in Terre Haute.

We don't know what will happen in the coming months, as the Trump
administration aggressively strives to activate the long dormant federal
death penalty. But we must all continue to pray, reflect, and remain
vigilant as federal executions threaten to continue. Please visit IJPC’s
website to see how you can take action to stop federal executions and
end the death penalty altogether.

Priced Out: Changes to Immigration Fees

By Samantha Searls - Program Manager

fee increases from United States Citizenship

Over the past few years, attempts to implement anti-immigrant and
nativist policies have popped up in each of the three branches of our
government. The legislative branch has attempted to pass harmful
legislation, once trying to pass a bill that redefined who is eligible for a
green card or a visa. The executive branch has changed requirements,
definitions and procedures to decide who can qualify for immigration
benefits. Then, the judicial branch heard lawsuits challenging the validity
of such policies, sometimes resulting in sweeping decisions that harm
the immigrant community.

These anti-immigrant policies have slowly been dismantling our
modern immigration system.

Last November, IJPC supporters may recall learning about proposed

and Immigration Services (USCIS). We wrote to
you about a proposed rule that would make
green cards, citizenship and even asylum
protections only attainable for the rich.

Fees to apply for naturalization were
proposed to increase by 83% from $640 to
$1,170, making citizenship almost twice as
expensive. In addition, USCIS proposed a fee
to apply for asylum, making the U.S. only one
of four countries in the world that require
people seeking safety to pay for protection.

Continued on page 3.
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A Letter from Allison Reynolds-Berry

“Aw, | love hearing that!” he said to me laughing as | tried to |
shush my screaming toddler. She became a toddler during the -
pandemic, and before now, he had never heard her voice. Greg
usually calls the IJPC office from his prison cell to say hello and
let us know how he’s doing on Ohio’s death row. All of the staff
take turns talking to Greg and laughing at his jokes - “What do
you call a fake noodle? An im-pasta!” Now, Greg can’t reach us in
the office so he calls my cell phone when he has the chance.
Sometimes | get calls while I'm making lunch for the kids, or out
of cell range in the basement.

For better or worse, Greg was invited into my home when the pandemic
interrupted our day-to-day routine at the IJPC office. In a new way, we’ve all been
invited into one another’s homes through the background of the screen, and we hear
the realities of one another’s lives. It has left me more vulnerable than | often intend
and that gift has been one I've tried to embrace as time has gone on. It has led to
deeper conversations about family and why we care about this work. It has allowed us
to check in on one another in intimate ways we don’t have in the office. At the same
time the vulnerabilities of individuals have been laid bare, so too have the
vulnerabilities of our communities and this nation.

There are lots of exciting announcements and updates in this quarter’s
newsletter. First, in light of the murders of innocent Black people that have drawn
outrage across the country, IJPC has been part of community conversations and taken
a stand calling for change. | hope you’ll take time to read IJPC's detailed response on
pages 6-7 and learn more, as we all have, about ending police brutality and defunding
the police. We're fierce advocates for systemic change, and though we know it takes
time, we need to be the bees buzzing in the ears of the dominant culture which says
“Now is not the time.”

Additionally, we are looking forward to our annual gathering on November 12,
Now What? Reconciliation and Accountability Beyond the Election. This year’s
keynote speaker will be Fania Davis, long time activist and leading national voice on
restorative justice. We are also thrilled to honor Sue Prieshoff with this year's IJPC
Margaret Fuller Peace Award, and to honor Rev. Nelson Pierce, Jr. with this year's I|JPC
Bob Maxwell Peace Builder Award. These incredible activists are an inspiration to me
and all of us at IJPC. It will be an evening not to be missed. Register in advance and
invite your friends!

There’s even more to celebrate - this year IJPC turns 35 and we have a work of
art to share with you as we hear from voices of those who have been involved in IJPC
for decades. Like any good project where creativity is allowed to flourish, we
underestimated the artistic timeline. The finishing touches are in the works and have
35 stories to tell you about IJPC over the years.

We miss running into you all who are getting into “good trouble”, and appreciate
the opportunities to connect virtually and hear what’s important to you. Thank you for
continuing to advocate for the most vulnerable among us, for taking time to read,
learn, and advocate, and for remembering that our liberations are bound up with one
another’s.
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Continued from page 1, “Priced Out”.

IJPC sent in over 130 comments and successfully joined thousands of
voices standing up against fee increases that hurt low income immigrant
families. The first comment period drew in so much interest that advocates
won an extension of the comment period into February.

Then COVID-19 hit. Many anti-immigrant policymakers used the pandemic
to restrict immigration and implement confusing procedures. As USCIS was
closing and then re-opening their offices, they also called for a bailout from
Congress.

USCIS has struggled financially due to the restrictive policies that have
been passed. USCIS operates on fees, and with less people qualifying and
applying for immigration benefits, there has been less income. After more
analysis, it was also made clear that they mismanaged their funds and
transferred money to other agencies to build the border wall.

The recent troubles of USCIS influenced the final fee schedule that was
posted August 3, 2020. They unbundled the fees for green cards, which

USCIS Fee Increases

https://cliniclegal.org/issues/fee-schedule-changes

Immigration Proposed i
Benofit Old Fee Fee Final Fee
Naturalization $640 ($+18(13°7/S ($+18;3°7/<?)
Green Card $1,225 (3;+27;°g/s 5282"7/3
Asylum $0 $50 $50
$765 21V emi
now a 1yr permi
DACA for%ﬁggrmit (+55%’) $990
yrp for 2yr permit (+100%)

for 2yr permit

increased the cost by 85%, significantly more than what was proposed. They also issued a memo changing DACA to be a one-

year permit instead of two, effectively doubling the cost.

Unfortunately, these increases are putting the burden of USCIS’ financial crisis on immigrant families. Unless litigation

prevents it, the changes are expected to go into effect on October 2.

The USCIS fee increases are just one example of how our immigration system is changing fundamentally. It will take years
to recover from the damage that has been caused by anti-immigrant legislation, policy changes, and judicial rulings. With a
combined strategy of defending what we already have, and bringing back what we've lost, perhaps we'll be able to recover

from this moment and move towards a more inclusive future.

Upcoming Events

For more information on these dates and to register for online events, visit www.l]PCcincinnati.org/events

August 23 - 30
2020 Festival of Faiths
Online - Equasion.org - registration required

September 8, 6:00 PM
Death Penalty Committee

Online - Email Jessie@IJPCcincinnati.org Conference

September 23, 6:30 PM
Immigrant Dignity Coalition Meeting
Online - Email Samantha@IJPCcincinnati.org

September 23-25
International Human Trafficking and Social Justice

Online - Traffickingconference.com - registration required

September 14, 9:30 AM

Human Trafficking Public Education and Awareness
Committee

Online - Email Samantha@IJPCcincinnati.org

Additional Notes:

October 13, 6:30 PM
Immigration Event
Online - Email Samantha@IJPCcincinnati.org

9 Our Rethinking Racism team is working to make our Race and Racism in Cincinnati tour available for a virtual audience. If
you have contacted Jessie regarding the tours, please know that information will be coming soon about this program and

our future plans.

9 UPCis thrilled to offer presentations about human trafficking and immigration - perfect for teachers and educators. If
you are interested in offering a virtual presentation for your students, congregation, or others, please visit our website to

fill out a request form or email Samantha@IJPCcincinnati.org.

9 Are you on Death Row and interested in writing letters to someone in the community? Send a letter to Jessie Frank

at IJPC to be connected with a pen pal. 215 E 14th, Cincinnati, OH, 45202.
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COVID-19 Exploits Already
Vulnerable Human Trafficking
Victims

By Samantha Searls - Program Manager

When it comes to natural disasters, the true devastation
and impact of the storm is not fully grasped until it has
passed, and recovery efforts wrap up. The same is true
when trying to measure the impact of COVID-19 on the issue
of human trafficking.

As states began issuing shelter-in-place orders, and as
people began facing furloughs and layoffs, there were a
handful of reports regarding the impact on advocates’
ability to serve human trafficking victims. Social workers
and service providers had to pause their work while they
moved online. Workers at the National Human Trafficking
Hotline had to do thoughtful safety planning and
brainstorming with those who called for support because
many agencies weren't accepting new clients or didn’t have
any more space.

Homeless shelters had to house people in hotel rooms
and turn away folks to implement social distancing. There
were also several stories of landlords demanding their
tenants perform sexual acts because they couldn’t pay rent.

In a data comparison, the Trafficking Hotline saw the
number of crisis-related cases increase by more than 40%
in the month following the shelter-in-place orders. The
number of situations in which people needed immediate
emergency shelter nearly doubled.

Human traffickers prey on vulnerable people, and
COVID-19 has left many communities even more vulnerable
to exploitation. The Polaris Project writes, “COVID-19, like
human trafficking, can happen to anyone. But they are a lot
more likely to happen to people who are already facing
other hardships - like poverty, for one.”

In addition, the FBI warned that children staying home
from school could be at a greater risk for exploitation -
both because of an increased online presence and
increased direct contact with potential abusers at home.

In this moment where online rumors about sex
trafficking spread like wildfire and overwhelm an already
overwhelmed system, we're taking time to discuss and
explore the possible root causes of human trafficking.
Racism, sexism, xenophobia, economic inequality, health
disparities and other systemic issues allow human
trafficking to thrive. If we take away anything from this
learning moment COVID-19 has created, it's that we cannot
end trafficking until we address the embedded
vulnerabilities in our system.

Join us this November for our 2020 Virtual Annual Gathering!

Thursday, November 12, IJPC is excited to host Fania Davis as the keynote speaker for the 2020 annual gathering, Now
What? Accountability and Reconciliation Beyond the Election. Davis is a leading national voice on restorative justice, a quickly
emerging field which invites a fundamental shift in the way we think about and do justice. She is a long-time social justice
activist, Civil Rights attorney, writer, and scholar with a PhD in Indigenous Knowledge. Hosted virtually, Davis will reflect on the
results of the November election and next steps for justice seekers. It will be an evening not to be missed!

We are also excited to celebrate two local activists during the event. Sue Prieshoff will be awarded with the 2020 IJPC
Margaret Fuller Peace Award. Recipients of the award are distinguished for having made significant contributions, over a
period of years, to the promotion of peace through their volunteer work with IJPC. And the 2020 IJPC Bob Maxwell Peace
Builder Award winner is Rev. Nelson Pierce Jr. Nominated by members of the broader community, recipients are distinguished
by giving public witness to justice issues to bring about peace. They have contributed to building understanding,
collaboration, and trust in Greater Cincinnati, while holding the belief that peace is possible.

Sue is an active member of [JPC's anti-death penalty committee and has accompanied many men on Ohio's death row for
years. Her voice has been heard speaking out against the death penalty publicly through letters to newspapers, to local
legislators, and in classrooms and parish halls. Sue's ready smile keeps spirits up and encourages people to take action. We
are grateful for her many contributions and hope you will join us in celebrating her work for peace.

Rev. Pierce is the Faith and Race Program Director and Baptist Chaplain at the Dorothy Day Center for Faith and Justice at
Xavier University and the senior pastor of Beloved Community Church. While in Ohio, Rev. Pierce has organized clergy from
around the state to challenge attacks on voting rights and on workers' rights, and worked to keep Ohioans safe from Stand
Your Ground legislation and police brutality. In the summer and fall of 2014, Rev. Pierce played a critical role in organizing
clergy and young people in the aftermath of the killing of Michael Brown in Ferguson, MO.

IJPC's annual gathering is our largest fundraiser of the year. This year we are hoping to raise $35,000 for our peace and
justice initiatives. Will you join us in reaching this goal and in attending this exciting event?
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Join us virtually for the Annual Gathering of the
Intercommunity Justice and Peace Center

SAVE THE DATE - NOVEMBER 12
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A Reflection on Systemic Change
and Police Brutality from the

Staff of 1)PC

One of the beautiful and unique things about human
beings is our ability to think critically, create, and invent.
Not just once, but over and over. We are constantly
designing new tools to make our lives better, and then
reinventing and replacing those tools when they stop
working, or we find better material, or have new needs. This
ingenuity allowed us to create the first horse-drawn
carriage and later allowed us to replace it with cars and
trains and planes, always moving forward.

In the midst of repeated police brutality and in the
wake of the murders of George Floyd, Ahmaud Arbery,
Breonna Taylor and countless others, many leaders,

especially those from the Black community, have been
using their human ingenuity, their lived experiences, and
personal insights to invent new ways of doing justice. They
have radically transformed grief and righteous anger into
forging new pathways for meeting basic human needs,
protecting community safety, and ensuring peace and
justice for all. Along with calls to create new systems of
community safety have come calls to examine systems that
aren’t working, most notably and most publicized has been

the call to defund the police.

For many, this call has been challenging and even
confusing. It should be made clear that the call to defund

“To be anti-racist is to believe in
the word now. Patience is a dirty
word to those incarcerated by
inequity. Patience is a nasty word
to those with injustice kRneeing
down on their necR.”

- Ilbram X. Kendi, in the Atlantic

“We cannot tolerate or turn a
blind eye to racism and exclusion
in any form and yet claim to
defend the sacredness of every
human life.”

- Pope Francis

“I had hoped that the white
moderate would understand that
law and order exist for the
purpose of establishing justice
and that when they fail in this
purpose they become the
dangerously structured dams that
block the flow of social progress.”
- Martin Luther King Jr.

the police is not a call
for chaos or to
abandon community
safety, as it is often
sensationalized to be,
but the opposite. It is
a call for new systems
of safety that work for
everyone, not just
some. It is a call to
think bigger and
bolder, and to allow
ourselves to

confront new
possibilities we hadn’t
considered before and
examine tensions
within ourselves. For
many, this call has
been scary, but for
others this call has
felt long overdue.

At this point you may be thinking to yourself, why
something new? Why can’t we just fix the police or reform
the police? That is an excellent question. Surely some
things created with good and honest intentions can be
repaired. Sometimes all you need is a new part or to
tighten a screw. But other times the item in question has
inherent corruptions beyond repair. In this situation, we ask
you to consider the origins of the police in the United
States and their original intent. Many of the original police
in the American South were slave catchers, funded by slave
owners to return Black Americans seeking freedom and to
quell their quest for liberation. Simultaneously in the
North, there is a long history of business owners funding
police forces to protect their wealth and property by
subduing worker revolts and broader labor movements. In
both instances, police were framed as a body to keep order
and safety, but in practice, only protected an elite group of
people who funded them. This founding mission, to protect
the interests of the white and wealthy, often with the threat
of violence, is still embedded in the police system today. It
is something that cannot be addressed by reforms because
it is ingrained in the core of American policing.

It should be noted that many have tried in good faith to
reform policing to be more equitable and less violent.
Cities have implemented oversight boards, enforced body
cameras, banned chokeholds, and added other policies in
an attempt to create solutions. However, after decades of
these efforts, the overarching problem of police brutality
and racism still exist and are even legally upheld.
Communities of color are still over policed and over
criminalized. Officers who commit acts of violence, even
murder, still walk free. In Cincinnati, African Americans
make up approximately 70% of adult arrests, 85% of
juvenile arrests, and 74% of use of force incidents since
2000 despite making up only 42% of the total population.
Now is the time to invent something new.

By divesting from police we can do just that - invest in
new solutions. It is often forgotten or unreported that calls
to defund the police also include calls to increase funding
for systems that proactively reduce crime and poverty by
eliminating structural violence and inequality. Calls from
members of Cincinnati’'s Black community were made clear
during June’s city budget hearings, in which 1JPC, along with
hundreds of individuals and community organizations,
asked Cincinnati City Council to divest from the Cincinnati
Police Department and invest in communities. Activists and
justice seekers demanded we eliminate barriers to equity
by ensuring access to resources like healthcare, housing,
jobs, education, arts and cultural programs and more. By
ensuring that everyone’s basic needs are met, we reduce
the need for policing and criminalization. Further, by
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reducing policing, especially in communities of color, we institution that only works some of the time for some
reduce police brutality and mass incarceration. people is not good enough. Especially when that institution
Of course, even in a more equitable society, not all s
criminal or violent behavior immediately vanishes. This is
why calls to defund the police are also accompanied by
creating systems that ensure there is still someone to call
when you do need help and ensure that person is trained
to respond to the situation you are in with care and
expertise. This may be a social worker, a firefighter, a
doctor, a psychiatrist, or even a new profession entirely.
Though it may be challenging, we must allow ourselves to -
imagine those new possibilities without clinging to what we
are used to.
Thinking in these new ways has been challenging for us
at IJPC. When first hearing calls to defund the police, we
didn’'t know immediately what it meant or what it could
mean in the future. In many ways we still don’t have all the
answers. But when we consider our mission, our
commitment to nonviolence and to challenging unjust
systems, we believe we must challenge police violence
the same way we have challenged military violence and the
death penalty. As an organization we have also challenged
the system of racism since our founding 35 years ago and
recently analyzed the local systems of Race and Racism in
Cincinnati.
This new conversation of defunding the police may feel
hard or different because the police have been a part of
America for centuries and are a part of our daily lives. Many
people, especially white people, have never felt scared to
call the police because their interactions have been
positive. But for many others, especially people of color,
that is not the case. We must understand that policing
looks different for different people and communities. An

Coming Soon... 35 Years of IJPC
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See back page for more details.
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