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COVID-19 in Ohio Prisons

By Jessie Frank - Program Manager

Ohio’s prisons are massively overcrowded.
With 49,000 inmates in state prisons, most
facilities are operating with far more people
than they were designed to house.
Correctional institutions in Marion and
Pickaway counties are at 150% capacity, Lorain
Correctional Institution is at 205% capacity,
the Correctional Reception Center and
Trumbull Correctional Institution are each
filled to 190%. In total, Ohio’s prison
population is about 12,000 people above
capacity.

Consider that alongside the fact that
about 12% of people in US prisons are 55 years
old or over and are likely to have chronic
health conditions, and no one should be
surprised that COVID-19 is wreaking havoc on
prisons in Ohio and across the country. If we
are optimists, we might be surprised at the

Local Survivor of Child Sex
Trafficking Finally Freed

By Samantha Searls - Program Manager

lack of leadership on behalf of Governor DeWine or the Ohio Dept. of
Rehabilitation and Corrections Director Annette Chambers-Smith.

Arguably, it is because of the failure to take preventative steps early
that Marion Correctional Institution became the nation's top hot spot for
the coronavirus, with the situation at Pickaway Correctional not faring
much better. Every inmate in these two prisons was tested for COVID-19,
and around 80% of inmates in both prisons tested positive. And while that
certainly could be a driver for the high numbers of cases stemming from
these institutions in particular, nationally, the rate of infection in prisons
(most of which have limited testing) is 3.75 times higher than the rate of
the general public population.

As the crisis continues, IJPC continues to work with partners around
the state, including the ACLU, to urge state leaders to release more
inmates to alleviate prison overcrowding. A quarter of the oldest people
in prisons across the states are found on death row, which makes it
particularly important for IJPC to advocate for the safety and healthcare of
those in prisons during the pandemic.

When we hear that people are being released from jail only to be
transferred to prison, when solitary confinement is being used as a
quarantine method, when at-risk immigrants are being held in infected
detention centers, it reminds us just how interconnected criminal justice
reform work is, and how connected each justice issue is to another.

Ohio, she might still be in jail because the
crime she was charged with happened when
she was 16. Ohio is the only state left in the
country that does not consider 16 and 17 year-
olds in the legal definition of child sex

In this moment of COVID-19, every piece of good
news is precious. In April, advocates working in the
anti-human trafficking field eagerly welcomed the
news that Ohio Governor Mike DeWine finally
released Alexis Martin from prison.

Alexis is a survivor of child sex trafficking who, despite Ohio’s Safe
Harbor Law, was treated as an adult perpetrator in a crime she
committed at the age of 15 while attempting to escape from her trafficker.
According to Ohio law, children aged 15 and under who are involved in
the commercial sex industry are automatically considered victims of child
sex trafficking. Instead of approaching Alexis with compassion and
assistance, the state sentenced her to 21 years to life in prison.

Alexis' release follows an emerging trend brought to the public’s
attention by Cyntoia Brown’s campaign for clemency. Had Cyntoia lived in
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trafficking.

At IJPC, we're working to change that. Ohio
Senate Bill 13 would expand the definition of
child sex trafficking to cover all those who are
17 and under. Ohio is the only state remaining
in the whole country that does not protect
these teenagers.

SB 13 has already passed the Ohio Senate
unanimously, but awaits a vote in the Ohio
House. Be sure to add your name to the
petition on our website in support of SB 13,
joining a roster of over 100 IJPC supporters.
Together, we can protect survivors of child sex
trafficking in Ohio.



https://www.cleveland.com/coronavirus/2020/04/why-has-ohios-marion-prison-become-the-number-one-coronavirus-hotspot-in-the-united-states.html
https://www.cleveland.com/coronavirus/2020/04/why-has-ohios-marion-prison-become-the-number-one-coronavirus-hotspot-in-the-united-states.html
https://www.cincinnati.com/story/news/2020/04/17/sex-trafficking-survivor-alexis-martin-being-released-ohio-prison/5154816002/?fbclid=IwAR1EMbrarLplgkTS-kmicsR6Em4JU07jYmseFZLZvM8QySwnAki2wfcSmg4
https://www.cincinnati.com/story/news/2020/04/17/sex-trafficking-survivor-alexis-martin-being-released-ohio-prison/5154816002/?fbclid=IwAR1EMbrarLplgkTS-kmicsR6Em4JU07jYmseFZLZvM8QySwnAki2wfcSmg4
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2019/07/31/cyntoia-brown-prison-release-august-2019/1876770001/
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/download?key=12720&format=pdf
https://forms.gle/5ZArENkdpgsonudT7
https://forms.gle/5ZArENkdpgsonudT7

A Letter from Allison Reynolds-Berry

that we all work to change and has created larger disparities of
inequality and injustice in our communities. IJPC advocates for
and with those on death row, immigrant families, and victims of
human trafficking -- all of whom experience increased risk and
vulnerability during these times.

IJPC staff have continued to collaborate with community
partners to prioritize the needs of those further removed from
the public’s eye. Incarcerated people and immigrant detainees
have continued to face discrimination and higher infection rates of COVID-19. IJPC has
connected with inmates, lawyers, and media outlets to advocate for better outcomes.
We have also continued to convene the Immigrant Dignity Coalition, facilitating local
organizations and activists who share resources and support.

In the face of despair, we are also finding hope.

This year, I)PC celebrates our 35 year anniversary. For those of you who knew 1JPC
when it was born, and everyone who has met us recently, we are excited to share with
you some of IJPC’s highlights over our history. Images representing the many campaigns
and advocacy efforts IJPC has worked on over the years decorate the office as a
reminder of the long road of justice. Chloe ==l = o
Corkery, our program assistant from Mercy ;
Volunteer Corps has been conducting research
and interviews to highlight 35 of these images,
and an Advanced Web Design class from Xavier
University connected to IJPC through the Eigel
Center for Community Engaged Learning is
helping us make the work digital!

You may recognize the familiar faces of former IJPC staff members Sr. Alice
Gerdeman, CDP, Eunice Timoney-Ravenna, and Kristen Barker. You'll also hear directly
from former death row inmates Jeff Hill and Shawn Hawkins, human trafficking survivors
Harold and Dancy D’ Souza, former YES leader Heyra Avila, and member of Women in
Black, Sr. Margie Efkeman, OSU. There's so much more to share, we can hardly wait for
you to check it out. We'll send out an email when it’s finished later this summer so be
sure you're signed up for IJPC’s email list.

I am grateful for all those who have made this work possible over the last 35 years,
and for each of you who continue to be involved. Please consider making a contribution

to 1JPC to continue the work of advocacy, challenge,
Mevie~ Wldf@

and transformation.

Upcoming Events

For more information on these dates and to register for online events,
visit 1JPCcincinnati.org/events

May 26, 6:30 PM - 8:00 PM
You Can’t Quarantine Racism

June 13, 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM
NASW Ohio Virtual Awards Celebration

Online - Registration Required Online - Registration Required

May 27, 6:40 PM - 8:40 PM
Immigrant Dignity Coalition Meeting
Online - Registration Required

June 23, 6:30 PM - 7:30 PM
Immigration Learning Community
Online - Registration Required

Founding Sponsors:

Congregation of St. Joseph

Sisters of Charity

Sisters of Mercy

Sisters of Notre Dame de
Namur

Sisters of St. Francis, Oldenburg

Sponsors:

Anawim Community

Bellarmine Chapel

Cincinnati Friends Meeting

Cincinnati Mennonite
Fellowship

Comboni Missionaries

Congregation of Divine
Providence

Dominican Sisters of Hope

Franciscan Sisters of the Poor

Franciscans, St. John the Baptist
Province

Glenmary Home Missioners

Institute of Secular Missionaries

Mt Auburn Presbyterian Church

Sisters of Notre Dame of
Covington

New Jerusalem Community

St John Unitarian Universalist
Church

Ursulines of Brown County

Ursulines of Cincinnati

Staff:
Jessie Frank
Program Manager

Hayley Huge
Operations Manager

Sandra Ramirez )
Immigration Program Organizer

Allison Reynolds-Berry, MSW
Executive Director

Samantha Searls, MSW
Program Manager

Board of Directors:
Kay Brogle, Vice Chair
Nick Caprino, Chair
Mark (Zeek) Childers, Treasurer
Esther Claros Berlioz
Linda Davis, Secretary
Lucienne Driehaus
Michael Howard Il
Shannon Hughes

Jeff Hutchinson-Smyth
Brad King

Marge Kloos, SC
Robert Sanker

Email: info@IJPCcincinnati.org
Web: IJPCcincinnati.org
Phone: 513.579.8547



http://ijpccincinnati.org/events/
https://ijpccincinnati.org/event/you-cant-quarantine-racism-discussing-our-legacy-of-white-impunity/
https://ijpccincinnati.org/event/virtual-immigrant-dignity-coalition-meeting-reunion-de-la-coalicion/
https://ijpccincinnati.org/event/nasw-ohio-virtual-awards-celebration/
https://ijpccincinnati.org/event/immigration-learning-community-5/
mailto:info@IJPCcincinnati.org?subject=General
IJPCcincinnati.org

Waiting to Celebrate at the BMV

By Samantha Searls - Program Manager

The excitement from IJPC’s victory in court is still in the air! In February, a federal
judge sided with us in our lawsuit against the Ohio Bureau of Motor Vehicles (BMV).
The decision blocks a discriminatory policy that was preventing thousands of U.S.
citizens and documented immigrant youth from obtaining their driver’s license or e :
state ID when they turned 16. ABLE, IJPC, and YES leaders

Prior to the ruling, children of undocumented immigrants had to wait until they were adults to apply because their parents
weren't allowed to sign for them as minors. Now, thanks to the lawsuit brought by Advocates for Basic Legal Equality (ABLE),
our YES members and their friends and family can go to the BMV and receive their driver’s licenses as other teenagers do.

Karina, one of our YES Advisory Board leaders, has been a prominent voice in this struggle. After her older sister was
turned away, Karina knew she wouldn’t be able to drive when she turned 16. Since the court victory, Karina has been excitedly
preparing to take her driver’s test.

Then COVID-19 hit and closed down the BMV. Even though Karina has to wait, she’s confident that she will be able to
exercise her right to drive soon. The BMV deputy registrar offices open on May 26. If you or someone you know has success or
challenges getting a license or ID in light of the lawsuit, let us know! Email Allison@IJPCcincinnati.org.

Racism in the Age Of COVI D storm while others would sink under the waves, and that the

distribution of this suffering would have everything to do with
patterns inscribed by the past.” We see this unfolding in our

By Jessie Frank - Program Manager

From relying on the labor of black workers to country and our very own communities, yet it feels hard to know
exacerbating healthcare disparities, COVID-19 has how to counter this racism when we're unable to leave our homes.
proven what we have always known: racism is a fact IJPC’s Rethinking Racism team has always worked to provide
of life in the U.S. But it's not as if the coronavirus is space for authentic conversations between and within racial
introducing new oppressive phenomena to categories. It seemed to us that now, during this time of social
communities of color; rather, it's just highlighting isolation and increased racial stress, space for connection and
and exacerbating injustices that have always been dialogue was exactly what the community needed.
there. On April 14, we held our first “You Can’t Quarantine Racism”

As New York Times columnist Jamelle Bouie event, where participants led their own conversations about the
wrote, “If there was anything you could predict ways they were experiencing or reacting to racism during the
about this pandemic — anything you could be pandemic. With almost 40 people connecting virtually, we were
certain about once it reached America’s shores — it grateful to all who opened their hearts to the group and felt a much
was that some communities would weather the needed sense of community grow among the participants.

Continued on back.

Will the Supreme Court Do the Right Thing?

By Samantha Searls - Program Manager

Last fall, the Supreme Court heard oral arguments in a case challenging the termination of the
DACA program. Since then, we've been waiting with bated breath to hear the Supreme Court’s
decision. Typically the Court releases its decisions on major political cases at the end of their
session in June. However, due to COVID-19, the Supreme Court Justices have been accelerating their
usual timeline.

IJPC staff and DACA leaders have been glued to their computers every week to see if the Court
has posted their ruling online. At the time of writing this article in mid-May, there still is no news. ,—I
Ending DACA during a pandemic would cause enormous damage to not only DACA recipients and YES Member, Isabela
their families, but to our healthcare system that relies on an estimated 30,000 workers who have DACA. In an unusual move,
the Supreme Court accepted an additional brief on the case in April, which outlined the new circumstances of the pandemic.

Hopefully the Justices will listen and keep the DACA program.

Until then, join YES' social media campaign to show your support for DACA recipients. Post a picture of yourself on social

media with a sign saying #IStandWithDACARecipients, and don’t forget to tag YES!



https://ijpccincinnati.org/blog/we-won/
https://ijpccincinnati.org/blog/we-won/
https://spectrumnews1.com/oh/columbus/news/2020/05/07/bmv-closure-adds-more-time-to-those-waiting-years-?fbclid=IwAR0Ik6OMk-5v_pqlOC79d-Nxbbbc_R-qYytEomcDTSOXX8BxDEI9B_cJa0Y
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2020/04/20/daca-supreme-court-agrees-new-filing-recipients-pandemic-work/5164391002/
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Contact: info@IJPCcincinnati.org to join our e-mail list to receive this newsletter online instead.

Racism in the Age of COVID-19: Continued
from page 3.

Following the lynching of Ahmaud Arbery
and the murder of Breonna Taylor,
Rethinking Racism’s second “You Can't
Quarantine Racism” event on May 26 will
center around our legacy of white impunity,
giving space for people to grieve and process
together and urging white allies to discuss
how they can do better.

After Ahmaud and Breonna were killed,
the NAACP started the #WeAreDoneDying
campaign as a way to expose the inequities
felt by African Americans in this country,
from health disparities to running while
black.

As a white ally, | find myself reflecting on
the fact that racism stops for nothing and no
one. If all aspects of my “normal” life have
come to a stop, why is it that there are still
new campaigns springing up to protect
people of color? Part of being a white ally in
this moment means recognizing that our
allyship cannot end when the going gets
tough; our black neighbors can never shed
their skin and must always continue literally
fighting for their lives, pandemic or not.

Team IJPC Soars in Virtual Flying Pig

Visit ||PCcincinnati.org/Flying-Pig-2020 to support or join our team.



mailto:info@IJPCcincinnati.org?subject=General
https://ijpccincinnati.org/flying-pig-2020/

