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IJPC to Launch Race and
Racism in Cincinnati Tour

By Jessie Frank - Program Manager

This October, IJPC's Rethinking Racism team
will host a bus tour of the greater Cincinnati
area that will stop at various sites of racial
significance. The tour was born of the desire to
explore our city's racial history, beginning with
its exploitation of Native Americans and
centered on the stories of African Americans.
Additionally, the tour will invite participants to
physically stand in the spaces where race and
racism shaped—and continues to shape—
Cincinnati.

Our tour will center on the question, “How
do we collectively remember history?”, and it
will invite participants to consider which stories
are considered worthy of being told and who
gets the privilege to author them. The tour will
reveal sites of trauma and beauty that, because
they are usually unmarked and unadorned,
many of us pass through mindlessly.

We hope that by exploring Cincinnati’s
historical relationship with race, participants
will not only learn about our city’'s complex

position as a southern city in [l '
a northern state, but also LI
leave with a curiosity to
interrogate their relationship
to other places and spaces
they occupy on a daily basis.
The perspective of the
tour derives from a legacy of
“people’s history” or “history
from below.” According to
Urbana People’s History
project, this type of history
“..attempts to account for

Cox, and Sara Williams at our Rethinking
Racism Tour prelaunch event in June.

historical events from the perspective of common people rather than
political and other leaders.” Given that the collaborators on this project
are not trained historians but interested citizens, the information we’'ll
share is our attempt to bring more visibility to history that is usually
unseen both in our city’s landscape and in our textbooks.

Last summer, Rethinking Racism produced a toolkit that explores the
history of race and racism in Cincinnati, it's relationship with the law, and
our resilient communities of color. The tour will complement the toolkit
well, and we would recommend that the tour would be a great next step
for those who have explored our toolkit.

If you're interested in signing up for a tour, please visit
www.ijpccincinnati.org/race-and-racism-cincinnati, or contact
jessie@ijpccincinnati.org for more details.

area schools can use to help learn about

Summer Interns Reflect on Time at IJPC

By Josh Jerabek, Sami Hausserman, and Kendra Cashman - Interns

Walking into the first day of our summer internship at IJPC, we were
expecting a powerful summer of in-depth justice work. Our first
experience, however, was one that ended before it even began, with our
group showing up for a meeting we didn’t know got cancelled. Despite
this rocky start, meetings in the community quickly became some of our
favorite experiences because we were able to see justice work in action.
While our experiences, like this first meeting, may not have been exactly
what we were expecting, we still found meaning in the various projects
we worked on throughout our time at IJPC.

Sami, a senior at Miami University, worked on creating an
immigration presentation that educators and administrators in Cincinnati

immigration issues as well as ways to protect
and support students and families having
these experiences. In addition, she worked on
organizing the NonViolence Alliance of Greater
Cincinnati’s Week of Nonviolence calendar.

Josh, a senior at Xavier, was involved in
the preliminary planning stages of the
upcoming Race and Racism bus tour around
the Cincinnati area. He has also been doing
work to help coordinate the Immigrant Dignity
Coalition and assisting with preparation for
IJPC's annual gathering.

Cont’d on page 5.
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A Letter from Nick Caprino

It is most often a particular event or tragedy that jumpstarts
a social justice movement. These events enflame the passions of
activists striving to make a change. The intensified passions can
make the beginning of a movement seem like the most
promising time, but we all know the more difficult part of
movement building is maintaining resiliency to create long-term
sustainability. Without resiliency, all of the intensity, passion,
and strength created at the start can go to waste. What makes
IJPC special is its ability to nurture that passion to create long-

term movements that make a difference.

This is the inspiration for this year's Annual Gathering. IJPC

Nick Caprino, Board

is happy to invite Winona LaDuke as the keynote speaker. She Chair

serves as a shining example of what it takes to sustain long-term movement building.
From her relentless advocacy for the human rights of indigenous peoples to her
tireless activism for the environment, she has proven that she has the resiliency it
takes to sustain a long-term social justice movement.

I invite you all to attend this year’s Annual Gathering, and | encourage you to invite

your friends and family that may be new to IJPC. This year’s Annual Gathering will be a
time to celebrate the work IJPC has done over the past year and learn from the wise
words of Winona LaDuke: “What we all need to do is find the wellspring that keeps
us going, that gives us the strength and patience to keep up this struggle for a
long time.” | have no doubt that this year's Annual Gathering will encourage us to
maintain our resilience to sustain the long-term movements that we care about most.

Nicholas F. Caprino
IJPC Board Chair

Upcoming Events

For more information on these dates, visit IJPCcincinnati.org/events

September 8th
Festival of Faiths
12:30-5:00PM
Cintas Center

September 10th

Immigration Learning Community
6:30-7:30PM

IJPC

September 13th

Creative Renaissance Art Exhibit
4:00-7:00PM

Urban Artifact

September 14th-22nd

Week of Nonviolence
Various Locations

See website for more details

September 25th

Immigrant Dignity Coalition
6:30-8:30PM

Clifton Mosque

October 15th

Peace Builders Potluck
6:00-8:00PM

IJPC

October 19th

Rethinking Racism Tour
10:00AM-12:00PM

Roebling Murals, Covington KY

October 28th

Resilience: Planting Seeds and Growing
Movements

7:00-9:00PM

Cintas Center

Founding Sponsors:

Congregation of St. Joseph

Sisters of Charity

Sisters of Mercy

Sisters of Notre Dame de
Namur

Sisters of St. Francis, Oldenburg

Sponsors:

Anawim Community

Bellarmine Chapel

Cincinnati Friends Meeting

Cincinnati Mennonite
Fellowship

Comboni Missionaries

Congregation of Divine
Providence

Dominican Sisters of Hope

Franciscan Sisters of the Poor

Franciscans, St. John the Baptist
Province

Glenmary Home Missioners

Institute of Secular Missionaries

Mt Auburn Presbyterian Church

Sisters of Notre Dame of
Covington

New Jerusalem Community

St John Unitarian Universalist
Church

Ursulines of Brown County

Ursulines of Cincinnati

Staff:
Jessie Frank
Program Manager

Hayley Huge
Operations Manager

Sandra Ramirez ;
Immigration Program Organizer

Allison Reynolds-Berry, MSW
Executive Director

Samantha Searls, MSW
Program Manager

Board of Directors:
Kay Brogle, Vice Chair
Nick Caprino, Chair
Mark Childers

Esther Claros Berlioz
Linda Davis, Secretary
Lucienne Driehaus
Wes Ernst, Treasurer
Michael Howard I
Shannon Hughes

Jeff Hutchinson-Smyth
Brad King

Robert Sanker

Marge Wissman, OSF

Email: info@IJPCcincinnati.org
Web: IJPCcincinnati.org
Phone: 513.579.8547
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ESILIENC

PLANTING SEEDS &
GROWING MOVEMENTS

The 2019 Annual Gathering of the
Intercommunity Justice and Peace Center

Xavier University Cintas Center | 7:00 PM

FEATURING KEYNOTE SPEAKER

WINONA LADUKE

IJPC will recognize local peace builders
MARY ANNE BRESSLER and SR. MONICA MCGLOIN.

Tickets and event information available at:
www.lJPCcincinnati.org/Resilience




Resuming the Federal Death Penalty will not

Heal a Broken Nation

By Jessie Frank - Program Manager

Last July, the Trump administration announced that it would begin executing
federal death row inmates again, with five executions scheduled to proceed as
early as this December. They'll begin doing so with a new lethal injection method,
switching from a three drug cocktail to a single drug.

As it typically happens when states make changes to their execution method,
it's likely that there will be legal challenges to this new lethal injection protocol,
which could delay the execution schedule considerably. But that doesn’t change

the fact that the federal government'’s plan to pursue a robust execution schedule

is deeply concerning from both moral and practical standpoints.

Even though the death penalty has existed on the federal level for the last 30
years, it's been largely obsolete in practice, as states pursue and carry out the
brunt of executions. Since 1988, when the federal government reinstated the
death penalty, only three people have been executed.

The most recent federal execution took place 2003. Despite the absence of
executions for the last 16 years, the murder rate has either stayed the same or
decreased. If proponents argue that the death penalty helps deter crime, what is
the reason for resuming the federal death penalty?

It isn't a secret that the death penalty is less a mechanism of justice and more

a talking point for politicians. Resuming the use of the federal death penalty, in

this case, seems to be a mere
rhetorical strategy that is being used
to convey power and toughness.

Sure enough, after the tragedies
in El Paso and Dayton last August,
Trump called for executing mass
murders. This is not the message that
our grief-stricken communities need
to feel comforted and safe. State-
sanctioned violence is not the answer
to civilian violence.

Following tragedies, especially
ones that capture national attention,
it is important that we channel our
anger in productive ways—particularly
ones that can prevent further tragedy
and promote healing. The death
penalty will not stop mass shootings,
just as it doesn’t deter other crimes.
Nor will it bring this broken nation
peace. Only love and practical
solutions can do that.

You make peace and justice possible! Thank you for giving to IJPC!

Become an IJPC Peace
Partner: Give Monthly

Help make IJPC more sustainable by
becoming a Peace Partner. Your
recurring monthly gift allows us to
better anticipate individual
contributions and gives us a better
foundation in planning our
programming for the year. You may
also find that giving a smaller amount
each month will allow you to, in the
end, make a bigger impact on our
advocacy by giving a larger gift
overall.

Become a Peace Partner before
October 3rd and get a unique
handcrafted 1JPC holiday gift and
VIP seating at our 2019 Annual
Gathering.

Sponsor our Annual
Gathering

This October, IJPC is excited to host
Winona LaDuke, an internationally

acclaimed author, orator and activist.

We are thrilled to have such an
inspiring activist as LaDuke give the
keynote speech at IJPC's annual
gathering, Resilience: Planting Seeds
and Growing Movements. Through
LaDuke’s intersectional work for
indigenous communities and
environmental responsibility, we will
highlight the need for resilient social
justice movements that challenge
violence in its most nuanced forms
and promote a sustainable and
equitable world for all people.

Email Hayley@IJPCcincinnati.org to
become a sponsor of this event.

Give an IRA Charitable
Donation

Make giving easy by rolling over
your RMD from your IRA directly to
IJPC!

Are you over 70 - years old? Avoid
taxes on your |[RA Required Minimum
Distribution by making a Qualified
Charitable Distribution to IJPC.

This is a really easy way to for you to
support IJPC and save money on
taxes! If you don't need your RMD to
maintain your lifestyle, you don't
need to pay taxes on it either. Just
talk to your IRA custodian and ask
them to issue a check directly from
your IRA, payable to IJPC. Then, simply
ask your custodian to mail the check
directly to IJPC - it's just that easy!

Find out more by visiting www.l]PCcincinnati.org/give
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The Civic Awakening for
Immigrant Justice

By Samantha Searls - Program Manager

On one evening in July, over 600 people
from the Greater Cincinnati and Northern
Kentucky area attended three simultaneous
public actions to protest the inhumane
treatment of immigrants in detention. These
events, under the name Lights for Liberty, is
the latest example of how everyday Americans
are speaking out against hate, xenophobia and
racism.

The American public has had enough.
They've harnessed their frustration and desire
for change into a modern movement of mass
mobilization. They've demanded transparency,
called out bigoted policies, and engaged our
political system like never before. They've
filled up Congress’ voicemail, overwhelmed the
federal rulemaking process, and packed the
room for federal hearings.

This new wave of energy is historic and
has the power to significantly transform the
public’s relationship with our government.
While the rediscovered knowledge of our civic
systems will hopefully remain, | worry the
trend of activism will leave as quickly as it

Cont'd from page 1.

Kendra, a junior at Xavier, worked with End Slavery Cincinnati’s Public
Education and Awareness Committee to begin setting and achieving
goals for their work to end human trafficking. She also working on a
research project specific to Hamilton County’s death penalty practices.

When we first took a glimpse back at our projects, it was hard to
picture how our work would help make strides towards the long term
goals of IJPC and the broader social justice movement. In the moment,
many of these tasks seemed unrelated and inconsequential but it helped
to keep in mind the slow nature of change. These thoughts are what
encouraged us to shift our perspective on what the fight for social justice
looks like. The fight is not always protests and sit-ins, but sometimes
looks more like writing emails and making phone calls to organize the
community. Ultimately, those seemingly small tasks are the foundation
for larger projects that are working towards 1JPC’s core values.

We have been building on the work of those who have come before
us, and hopefully the things we are doing now will help those that
continue after us. The staff and volunteers we have encountered have
shown us the level of commitment needed to achieve the just and

arrived if it is not embedded
into long-term strategic
thinking.

For those of us who have
been working for immigrant
justice for years, we know that
our unjust system has been ‘
hurting immigrant families,

especially those Wh‘o are ) Cincinnatians gather outside of Senator
brown and black skinned, since | Portman’s office on July 12th as part of the

the founding of our country. nationwide Lights for Liberty day of action.
This work existed before this moment and will continue to exist after the
spectacle is removed.

We must ask ourselves, how can we direct the public’s energy into
campaigns that center the experiences and leadership of those most
affected by harmful immigration policies? How can we call on our new
allies to join us in our existing campaigns, even when they’re not fun or
trendy?

| encourage all of us, the experienced and inexperienced, to examine
why we do this work. By naming our own self-interest and understanding
the interests of our partners, we can do great things. We can utilize our
strengths, while knowing when to step back and have others lead.

This work is hard. We are in a time of loss and defeat, but if we
collectively hold that burden and support one another through building
relationships, we can heal. We all need to show up in the ugly times and
not check out from uncomfortable moments. This new wave of energy
can be just the thing we need to get through this moment together.
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Interns (left to right) Sami Hausserman, Josh
Jerabek, and Kendra Cashman.

individuals, we have been able to see that
social change is a marathon, not a sprint,
which requires steadfast devotion to all tasks—
big and small. We are so grateful for our
experiences at IJPC this summer and hope to
take the knowledge we've gained with us into
our next adventures.

peaceful world we all strive towards. Through our work with these
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