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For Local Senior - Education Ignites Passion

Written by Claire, a Mount Notre
Dame Senior

A lot of students
at my school run
camps for kids or
.| assemble care
packages for their
senior capstone
project. I, on the
other hand,
~ | wanted to use

- | this opportunity to
talk about
something that is
extremely prevalent in the world
today but isn’t necessarily talked
about enough: human trafficking.

In October, | chose to do a
presentation called Stop The

Traffick with Samantha at IJPC. This
project allowed me to not only
educate others, but | learned so
much myself. When | gave the
presentation, the audience was
gasping at the material. That was
exactly how | was when | researched
it. It was new information to many
who attended; it was new to me.
Not only that, but presenting itself
was a new experience. It's always
been a challenge for me to get up in
front of people and talk, and that’s

exactly why | did it. It was definitely a

rewarding experience.

Working with 1JPC has ignited my
desire to work for a nonprofit after
college. | found so much satisfaction
in presenting and my passion for
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justice has increased after working
with them. Lack of awareness stems
from a lack of education, and | want
to educate.

You don’t have to be doing a
Capstone project to give a
presentation like | did. Agencies like
IJPC are more than willing to work
with you. If you don’t wish to host
events or give presentations, attend
them! Knowledge is power. | have
never felt more empowered to
change the world, and | am beyond
blessed to have done this project
alongside 1JPC.

If you would like to request an anti
-human trafficking presentation for
your group, contact Samantha
(samantha®@IJPCcincinnati.org) or
call the office at 513.579.8547.

Critical Issues in Criminal Justice Heads Back to School

Last year IJPC and Catholic
Mobilizing Network created the
Critical Issues in Criminal Justice
program. The program is designed
for local college students to learn
about the issues of solitary
confinement and the death penalty.
IJPC brought Critical Issues in
Criminal Justice to three local
universities in the 2016-17 school
year. Through funding from the SC
Ministry Foundation, IJPC is
continuing this program into the
2017-18 school year.

Elements of the program that
remain this year include a nine
minute virtual reality experience of
being in a solitary confinement cell,
and resources about the death

penalty, solitary confinement, and
principles of restorative justice.

In October, a group of students
participating in service learning with
the Greater Cincinnati Homeless
Coalition experienced this program.
In addition to the virtual reality,
students tested their knowledge in a
Jeopardy game. Some questions
focused on a recent report from a
Harvard Law School initiative, the
Fair Punishment Project. The report
found that most Ohio inmates are
diagnosed with mental illness,
intellectual disabilities, and other
cognitive impairments, and
guestioned the morality of
execution.

The reflections from the students

demonstrated the impact of this
experience. Many students were
surprised to learn about how much
money is used for the death penalty
and the cruelty of solitary
confinement. One student said, “I
feel more responsible in taking
steps to make prisons safer,
healthier, [and] more humane”.
IJPC is looking forward to travelling

to local area colleges such as the
University of Cincinnati and the
University of Dayton in the next
following months. IJPC welcomes
requests to bring this program to
more schools or groups. If you or
someone you know would like this
opportunity, please contact Andrea
(andrea@ijpccincinnati.org) or
Jennifer (jen@ijpccincinnati.org.)



mailto:samantha@IJPCcincinnati.org
https://catholicsmobilizing.org/
https://catholicsmobilizing.org/
https://cincihomeless.org/
https://cincihomeless.org/
http://fairpunishment.org/prisoners-on-ohios-execution-list/
mailto:andrea@ijpccincinnati.org
mailto:jen@ijpccincinnati.org

A Letter from Allison Reynolds-Berry

| want to be like them when | grow up.

On the front page, you read about Claire, a senior at
Mount Notre Dame who became invested in the issue of
human trafficking during her senior capstone project. She
took it upon herself to find resources, educate herself, and
create a platform to educate others as well.

Young immigrants in the YES program have a strategy to
pass the Dream Act of 2017, legislation that supports recipients of
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals and Temporary Protected Status.
In this time of uncertainty, some have asked our Immigration Program
Organizer, José, how to be a supportive ally. He often responds by asking
them to “show up” for rallies, to make phone calls to elected officials,
and to learn more about the issue. Wondering what’s happening with
DACA now? Take a moment to read “YES Members Lead DREAM Act
Advocacy” on page 3, invite a YES member to speak, and sign up to
receive e-updates by visiting IJPCcincinnati.org and clicking ‘Sign Up’.

College students are learning about Critical Issues in Criminal Justice,
an exhibit utilizing virtual reality to make real the experience of solitary
confinement (more on the front page). In a recent letter, one of my pen
pals on death row wrote, “The prison made me do 30 days in the hole -
19 in an empty cell with lights on 24 hours a day, no mail, no nothing.
Towards the end they let me have my papers and magazines, but no
glasses, so what’s the point?” | am grateful these young people take the
time to understand the disturbing reality of solitary confinement, and
that leads them to take action against the death penalty.

Young people creating educational opportunities and taking action to
create legislative change give me hope for what is to come, and
motivation to do more. | strive to be like them when | grow up.

Thanks to each of you who contributed to IJPC during our annual
Phoneathon campaign. It's because of your support that we’re able to
connect with young people and make a difference for them and each of
the issues at the core of IJPC.
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Upcoming Events

For more information on these dates, visit IJPCcincinnati.org/events

11/12 Dream Act Rally (at Sen. 12/5 Immigration Learning
Portman’s Cincinnati office, Community: Climate Change,
2:00pm) Natural Disasters and Migration (at
11/14 Alva Campbell Vigil (at Mt. IJPC, 6:30pm)

Auburn Presbyterian Church, 7pm)  12/12 1JPC Screening of Human
11/15 Alva Campbell Vigil (in Trafficking film “I Am Jane Doe” (at
Lucasville, OH, leave Cincinnatiat  gjsters of Notre Dame de Namur,
11/15 Movie and Discussion of
“The Narrow Path: Walking Toward
Peace and Nonviolence with John
Dear” (at IJPC, 6:30pm)

Cards for Death Row Inmates (at
IJPC, 7pm)

1/13 Just Listening Event (at St.
Monica, St. George, 8:30am)

215 East 14th Street  Cincinnati, OH 45202

12/12 Cookies and Signing Birthday

Founding Sponsors:
Congregation of St. Joseph
Sisters of Charity

Sisters of Mercy

Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur
Sisters of St. Francis, Oldenburg

Sponsors:

Anawim Community

Bellarmine Chapel

Cincinnati Friends Meeting

Cincinnati Mennonite Fellowship

Comboni Missionaries

Congregation of Divine Providence

Dominican Sisters of Hope

Franciscan Sisters of the Poor

Franciscans, St. John the Baptist
Province

Glenmary Home Missioners

Institute of Secular Missionaries

Mt Auburn Presbyterian Church

Sisters of Notre Dame of
Covington

New Jerusalem Community

St John Unitarian Universalist Church

Ursulines of Brown County

Ursulines of Cincinnati

Staff:
José Cabrera
Immigration Program Organizer

Mary Ellen Huss
Operations Manager

Andrea Koverman, SC
Program Manager

Allison Reynolds-Berry, MSW
Executive Director

Samantha Searls, MSW
Program Manager

Board of Directors:

Kay Brogle, Treasurer
Nick Caprino

Irene Encarnacion

Wes Ernst

Kathleen Hebbeler, OP
Carren Herring, RSM
Shannon Hughes
Louise Lears, SC, Chair
Cassie Niemann, Secretary
Marie Smith, SNDdeN
Marge Wissman, OSF
Tim Zofkie, Vice Chair

Email: info@IJPCcincinnati.org
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YES Members Lead DREAM Act Advocacy

The events of the past few months
have really tested and challenged
our YES members to step up and
speak out for DACA, the Deferred
Action for Childhood Arrivals
program. In September, U.S.
Attorney General Jeff Sessions
announced a six month roll back of

DACA, concluding by March 5, 2018.

Several elected officials from all
over the country have proposed a
variety of bills that would provide a
legislative solution for DACA
recipients. The most comprehensive
and just bill is the DREAM Act of
2017, introduced by Senators
Lindsey Graham (R-SC) and Dick
Durbin (D-IL) and later by House
Representative Lucille Roybal-Allard
(D-CA).

According to the American
Immigration Council, the DREAM Act
allows current, former, and future
undocumented high-school
graduates and GED recipients a
three-step pathway to U.S.
citizenship through college, work, or
the armed services. With this
process, it will take the average
applicant 13 years to complete.
Recent news has talked about
funding for a border wall and more
ICE agents in exchange for votes for

the DREAM Act. These negotiations
are dangerous and put the parents
of DACA recipients at risk of
deportation.

There are only 5 more weeks for
Congress to vote on a “clean”
version of the DREAM Act. If they fail
to act December 15, the bill will
have to be re-introduced in January
and go through the entire process
again. YES needs you to join us and
take action NOW!

Mark your calendars for Sunday,
November 12 from 2:00-4:00PM.
YES will hold a rally outside Senator
Portman’s office on the corners of
3rd and Walnut to unveil Congress’
midterm report card. If DACA
students have to get good grades,
so should Congress!

Until then, visit IJPC’s website to
join YES’ social media campaign to
use social media and encourage our
representatives to co-sign the
DREAM Act. Download, print and fill
out the sign then take a photo with it

DACA & The DREAM Act Timeline

Oct 5: Deadline for
July 20: DREAM Act DACA Renewals

2017 Introduced

A supporter at YES’ September 5th
rally after the DACA decision

and share it with your social media
networks.

The DREAM Act of 2017 is
certainly a step in the right direction,
but it is not the solution to our
broken immigration system. We all
know that real comprehensive
reform of the entire system is
needed if we truly want to see peace
and justice in our country.

Mar 5: DACA Ends, Deadline
for Congress to Act

Dec 15: Last day of Congress 2017,
Last day to pass the DREAM Act

Sept 5: U.S. At‘torney General
Announces Rollback of DACA

2017

Nov 12: YES Rally for
the DREAM Act

2018

Jan 2: First day of
Congress 2018

Thanks to the over 90 donors who
have given so far to our annual
Phoneathon campaign. Donations
made during this time help provide
funding for programming like that
listed in the newsletter! If you'd like
to donate, use the remit envelope
included and write Phoneathon!

Prayer Vigil
before the scheduled
execution of Alva Campbell

DAY OF
EVE OF THE
EXECUTION EXECUTION

Wish| WHEN
7:00PM., November 15

November 14 WHERE .
Southern Ohio
WHERE

Correctional Facility
Mt. Auburn

Prestyteran CARPOOLING

Chiirch Meet at Mt. Au burn
Presbyterian
Church at 6:30 AM
If you planon
attending please
call 513.579.8547

Call Gov. Kasich at 614.466.3555 and
ask him to commute Alva's sentence.

[

Leave Your Legacy

For a 32 year old stalwart
organization in Cincinnati we've
seen how much can change. We
also have dreams for the future.
Leave your legacy as a champion
for social justice by remembering
us in your will or trust.

Please contact Allison
(allison@IJPCcincinnati.org) to
begin a conversation into planned
giving. Thanks to those who have
already included IJPC as part of
your charitable legacy.

[JPCcincinnati.org 513.579.8547


https://www.ilrc.org/sites/default/files/documents/daca_fact_sheet.pdf
https://www.ilrc.org/sites/default/files/documents/daca_fact_sheet.pdf
http://www.wcpo.com/news/local-news/hamilton-county/cincinnati/greater-cincinnati-daca-recipients-ready-for-a-fight-to-stay-in-united-states
http://www.npr.org/2017/09/06/548766330/here-s-how-congress-could-act-to-save-daca
http://www.npr.org/2017/09/06/548766330/here-s-how-congress-could-act-to-save-daca
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-bill/1615
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/3440/cosponsors
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/3440/cosponsors
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/sites/default/files/research/the_dream_act_daca_and_other_policies_designed_to_protect_dreamers.pdf
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/sites/default/files/research/the_dream_act_daca_and_other_policies_designed_to_protect_dreamers.pdf
http://ijpccincinnati.org/featured/stay-social-support-dream-act/
mailto:allison@IJPCcincinnati.org
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Inspired by the Past, Activated for the Future

In John Dear’s keynote speech Bob Maxwell Peace Builder Award.
during Pursuing Peace in Cincinnati, Bonnie emotionally painted a scene
John mentioned many of the of a community of support for the
“greats” in the nonviolence work she’s accomplished.

movement - from Mandela to Merton  These speeches of support
- giving examples of their work. Just  provided a backdrop for Nonviolent

as we are to be inspired by those Cincinnati. Andrea shared a vision

who came before, audience of Nonviolent Cincinnati, a new IJPC hosted John Dear in September
members were also called to actively initiative lead by IJPC, a people- Peace and Nonviolence with John
help build a Nonviolent Cincinnati. powered movement which John Dear” -6:30-9:00 at IJPC.

More than 350 people gathered often shared success of throughout e Early Jan - late March: A 12 week
on September 20th - an event that  the night. study and action program on
mixed celebration, education and As the audience was engaged and  Engage: Exploring Nonviolent
inspiration. eager to take action, they were Living Study Program starting

Some of the night was spent invited to take a Peace Pledge which  January 2018 to anyone interested
honoring local peace activists. Don  included actionable items like in learning, practicing, and
Sherman was honored with the indicating interest in a book club experimenting with the power of
Margaret Fuller Peace Award for his and receiving trainings. creative nonviolence to transform
[JPC work within immigration and Recently, dates have been our lives and our world. Please
anti war efforts. In his acceptance finalized for some items on the contact Andrea
speech, he shared credit with his Peace Pledge: (andrea@I|JPCcincinnati.org) if you
wife Melody. Bonnie Neumeier was e 11/15: Movie and Discussion of are interested.

the recipient of the inaugural 1JPC “The Narrow Path: Walking Toward
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