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    The IJPC 

staff and Fall 

intern are 

set to partici-

pate in the 

Walk to Stop 

Executions. 

Beginning on 

Sunday, Oc-

tober 4th, we 

will join more 

than a dozen 

others walk-

ing part or all of the 83 miles 

from death row in Lucasville, to 

the Statehouse in Columbus. 

Sponsored by Scioto Peace and 

Justice for Fellowship of Recon-

ciliation, IJPC, Footprints For 

Peace, Ohioans to Stop Execu-

tions and Unitarian Universalist 

Justice Ohio, the 7-day trek is be-

ing made to raise awareness and 

engage local communities along 

the route in conversation about 

ending capital punishment. The 

march will conclude with a noon 

rally on Saturday, October 10th, 

the World Day Against the Death 

Penalty, at Trinity Episcopal 

Church across from the capitol.   

    Senate bill 154 (Primary Spon-

sor Sen. Edna Brown) would 

abolish state of Ohio’s death 

penalty. House version HB 289 

(Primary Sponsors: Rep Nickie J. 

Antonio (D), Rep Niraj J. Antani 

(R) also introduced (July), with bi-

partisan support. 

    Please contact your legislators 

and encourage them to support 

the bill. 

IJPC Walks to Stop Executions 

    The energy in the space was 

palpable. At the 30th Anniversary 

and Annual Meeting, there was a 

beautiful coming together of the 

many people who have made IJPC 

what it is today. We shared grati-

tude to the founding members, 

and saw the diversity of interests 

and involvement of those gath-

ered.  

      

We are grateful for 

our outgoing board 

members, including Judith Clem-

ens, SNDdeN who served as 

IJPC’s Chair, Amy Silver who 

served as Vice Chair, Margie Efke-

man, OSU and Ann Vonder Meu-

len, OSF.  

 

 

We also welcomed Louise Lears, 

SC who will serve as IJPC’s new 

Chair and Tim Zofkie, the new 

Vice Chair.  

    IJPC honored Linda Davis with  

the inaugural Margaret Fuller 

Peace Award for her commitment  

to peace and dedication to IJPC.  

    Throughout the past year, we 

have been working to move IJPC 

into a new moment, into a future 

created together. We look forward 

to the many ways our programs 

will grow but this work takes a lot 

of resources to turn into a reality. 

There are many ways to get con-

nected and stay involved and we 

welcome all as we move forward. 

We need your skills, intelligence, 

passion, and commitment as we 

launch into the next 30 years.  
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Celebrating IJPC’s 30th Anniversary at St. Joseph’s 

Parish was an incredible opportunity to honor the 

years of work towards justice and peace that so 

many have been a part of, while also looking to-

ward the future with renewed energy. I am grate-

ful to all who shared in that gathering – in heart 

and in presence. 
 

    When Pope Francis came to the US and spoke to a joint session 

of congress, the IJPC crew joined many others on Fountain Square 

here in Cincinnati to watch the presentation live. We clapped loudly 

and rose to our feet as we heard him speak in support of immi-

grants calling us to, “view them as persons, seeing their faces and 

listening to their stories, trying to respond as best we can to their 

situation.” As our YES program facilitates story telling trainings for 

young immigrants, we continue to be reminded of the need to cre-

ate spaces to hear those stories and advocate for change. We 

erupted into cheers when the Pope called for a “global abolition of 

the death penalty,” knowing the powerful impact that language 

holds for the many who were listening. He called us to “be at the 

service of dialogue and peace…to end 

the many armed conflicts throughout 

our world.” Our staff has recently been 

trained in the dialogue process as we 

plan to bring back the dialogue program 

and host opportunities to gather togeth-

er. We didn’t get to meet Pope Francis 

in person (it’s just a cardboard cutout) 

but at many  moments I felt as though 

he was speaking directly to the mission 

of IJPC and affirming the steps we take 

toward justice and peace.  
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Franciscan Sisters of the Poor  
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Sisters of Notre Dame of  

    Covington 

New Jerusalem Community 

St John Unitarian Universalist Church 

Ursulines of Brown County 

Ursulines of Cincinnati 
 

Staff: 

Kathleen Hebbeler, OP  

Bookkeeper 

 

Mary Ellen Huss 

Operations Manager 
 

Andrea Koverman, SC  

Program Manager 

 

Allison Reynolds-Berry, MSW  

Executive Director 
 

 

 

Board of Directors: 

Margie Efkeman, OSU 

Irene Encarnacion  

Wes Ernst, Treasurer 

Kathleen Hebbeler, OP 

Carren Herring, RSM  

Shannon Hughes 

Louise Lears, SC, Chair 

Cassie Niemann, Secretary 

Amy Silver 

Marie Smith, SNDdeN 

Marge Wissman, OSF 
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Email: info@ijpccincinnati.org 

 

Walk to Stop Executions    10/4-10/10  
    Lucasville, OH to Columbus, OH     
 

Voices of Experience: The Death Penalty 10/13 7:00-8:30pm 
    Xavier University/Bellarmine Chapel  
 

Violence Against Women:    10/27 6:30-9:30pm  

Human Trafficking Symposium  
    Xavier University/Cintas Center 
 

IJPC Phone-a-thon    10/28-10/29 
    Coming to a phone near you! 

 

*Note that the IJPC St. Nick Day Sale will take a different format this year, stay 

tuned for details 

A Letter from Allison Reynolds-Berry 

Upcoming Events 

215 East 14th Street • Cincinnati, OH 45202 
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    On Sep-

tember 

26th, the 

impending 

rain held 

off from 12:00 to 4:00 in New-

port, KY so that hundreds of peo-

ple could gather together in cele-

bration of peace, art, music, and 

information.        

    IJPC co-organized the event 

with Citizens for Global Solutions 

and collaborated with committee 

members and volunteers to in-

vite sponsors, program activities, 

and peace promoting tables to 

the festival.   

    Informational tables included 

local faith organizations like the 

Clifton Mosque and the Commu-

nity Friends as well as groups 

such as American Field Service 

of Greater Cincinnati, Unified for 

Uganda and Veterans for Peace 

(Louisville Chapter). Many of the 

33 tables and booths provided 

activities for children as the 

theme was promoting the right 

of all children to peace.  

    Musical acts included Pau-

lette Meier & Friends, the 

North Avondale Montessori 

Chorus and Orff Instrumental 

Ensemble, and John Rodgers 

& the World Peace Festival 

Band.     

    Local orator Kathryne Gardette 

captivated the audience with her 

proclamation of “For Every Child” 

by Caroline Castle, an illustrated 

book of excerpts from the UN 

Convention on the Rights of the 

Child.  

World Peace Festival: Let the peace bell ring 

Fall Interns YES Program 

    IJPC’s YES (Youth Educating 

Society) program was present 

again at this year’s Hispanic 

Festival in September.  

    Moving forward, we are eager 

to continue growing. We are 

searching for young adults who 

are excited to learn more about 

immigration issues as well as 

learn how to grow their voice to 

help others. If this sounds like 

something you are interested in 

doing, or if you know someone 

who might be interested, con-

tact IJPC! 

    With so many exciting projects 

evolving at IJPC we are full of 

gratitude to have support from 

our interns and volunteers.  

    Maggie Botts a senior social 

work student, joins us from Mi-

ami University during an inten-

tional semester with the Over-the

-Rhine Residency Program. She 

is focusing on the death penalty 

and immigration programs.  

    Alec Debruler and Brady Porter 

are both seniors at Archbishop 

Moeller High School and join us 

twice a week in conjunction with 

their service learning class.  

L to R: Maggie, Brady and Alec  

Talk of the Town 

www.IJPCcincinnati.org • 513.579.8547 

Photos by Heather Vance Ruschman 

    The Peace and Nonviolence 

program has begun the planning 

and training phase for bringing 

back its dialogue program.  

    Four experienced facilitators 

joined in conversation about new 

possibilities of topics and audi-

ences, and provided an overview 

and introduction to the process 

previously developed by IJPC. 

    Given the challenges our com-

munity is faced with, there is a 

greater need than ever to share 

differing perspectives and opin-

ions in a respectful and construc-

tive manner.  

    We will need people to be 

trained as dialogue facilitators 

and participants to attend dia-

logues in a variety of topics.  

    If this is something that inter-

ests you, please contact    

andrea@ijpccincinnati.org.  

https://www.facebook.com/heather.ruschman?fref=nf
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    In September 2015, IJPC  launched a badly need-

ed, fresh website to better communicate with our 

network.  

    IJPC hopes to utilize the website, in conjunction 

with social media, to keep supporters updated 

about critical justice issues, action alerts, upcoming 

events, and  facts and stats around our core  

issues with resources to learn more. Check  

IJPCcincinnati.org frequently to make sure you’re 

staying up to date on current issues. 

IJPC Has a New Website! Legislative Corner 

These legislative priorities need your attention. 

Call your elected officials and let them know you 

are advocating for: 
 

 Death Penalty: SB 154 would abolish Ohio 

state's death penalty. House version also in-

troduced, with bi-partisan support. 
 

 Death Penalty: SB 162 would make ineligible 

for the death penalty individuals who have 

serious mental illness. 
 

 Human Trafficking: HB 268 would allow clear-

ing of criminal records if offenses were com-

mitted as a result of being a victim of traffick-

ing, to increase the penalties for promoting or 

coercing an individual into prostitution, and to 

allow intervention programs instead of crimi-

nal conviction for people charged with com-

mitting crimes resulting from being trafficked.  

http://IJPCcincinnati.org

